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My gear Fricnas, 


I Here offer to you a plain Sermon in Print, 
that it may ſtay longer with you than i: 
could do by the Preaching. It does contain, it 
ſhort, the main Duties of our Holy Religion! 
which we hope to be ſaved by, and which 
we ought at all Times to have preſent to ou? 
Minds. May the good God of Heaven bleſs 
it to your Edification, as I pray he may di! 
the reſt of the Endeavours of | 


ur faithful Servant, 


in CHRIST JESUS 


Puiated by Bye and Law, St. John's-ſquare, Clerkenwell, 
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THE 
CHRISTIAN's WAY 


TO 


HEAVEN, 


' ACTS XVI. 20, 31. 
Sirs, What muft I de ta be Save»? 


And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord JEsus 
CHRIST, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe, 


HEN the Apoſtle St. Paul, and his Com- 
| panion Silas, had upon Account of the 
Uproar of the Multitude againſt them, been com- 
manded to Priſen by the Magiſtrates, and had heir 


Feet mage faſt in the Stocks; God Almighty was 
Z pleaſed to ſhew a very great Miracle for their De- 
liverance. 


For upon their Praying and ſinging 

Praiſes unto God, there was ſuddenly a very great 
Earthquake, ſo that the Foundations of the Priſon 
0 hs A 2 auer 


( 


The Chriſtian's May to Heaven, or 


Ever? Halen; ; and immediately all the Doors avere f 
opened, and every one's Bands avere looſed. This put 
the Keeper of the Priſon into a great Conſterna- 
tion, upon the ſuppoſed Loſs of his Priſoners; ſo Wl 
that he would, had he not been prevented, have 
laid violent Hands upon himſelf. But his Fear 
abated on St. Paul's afuring him they were all 
there; and the Senſe of the miraculous Occurrence 
ſo awakened him into religious Thoughts, that it f 
put him upon Inquiry, how he might obtain Hap- 
pineſs in another World. He was now verily per- 

ſuaded of the Truth in general of what theſe good 
Men taught, that their Religion was from God ; B 
who had done ſo great a Miracle in Favour of it ; 
he did heartily believe that the Salvation of Mens 
Souls in another World, which they Preached, | 
would be the Lot of all thoſe good Perſons who | 
followed the Doctrines they were Preachers of; 
but ſtill he was ignorant of thoſe Precepts he was 
to practiſe in Order to his Happineſs, and that was | 
the Reaſon that with ſo great Earneſtneſs he 

cried out, Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved? That 
is, I have now a Mind to be a Chriſtian, and to | 
enter into that Covenant with God, which he 
has been pleaſed to offer to Mankind by Jeſus 
Chriſt ; of the Truth of whoſe Miſſion, and the 
Sincerity of whoſe Promiſes, I am verily per- 
ſuaded ; but I beſeech you to inform me of the 
Condition of this Covenant, which I am a per- 
fect Stranger to, and to tell me what I am to 
do on my Part in order to attain that Happineſs, 
which God promiſe; to confer on his. To this 
the Apoſtles anſwer, Belewe on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſpalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe 
That is, you ſhall obtain this your Deſire of Ever- 
laſting Happineſs, if you ſtedfaſtly believe and 
_ fimcerely practiſe the Precepts of that Religion; 
which 
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vhich was declared to the World by Jeſus Chriſt; 


ere nd Which you ſhall learn by our Inftruttion, 


5 pat For it is plain, that by this the Apoſtles did not 
erna- nean a bare Belief, but a Performance of the 


$3; 10 ther Duties likewiſe recommended by the Goſpel 
hive iſpenſation. For in the next Words it is laid, 


Fear hat they /pake unto him the Word of the Lord, and. 
e all 6,alt that tvere in his Houje, ver. 32. That 18, 
rence hey inſtructed him in the Principles of the Chris- 
nat it ian Religion, and explained to him what he was 
Hap- Wo Bclicve mT Practite in this Goſpel-Covenant, 
pers What he might be Partaker of thoſe Promiſes he 
good 2 vas deſirous of. 1 

30d; P \ 
»f it ; WI Now in diſcourſing to you upon theſe Words, 
Mens mall draw up, in a narrow Compals, all the 
hed, Peneral Rules and Obligations of the Chriſtian! 
who Religion, which will be uſeful for you upon theſe: 
of; No Accounts. N 10) A . 
t Was . Fins n, Becauſe by this you may ſee your 
he hole Duty ac one View, which: will befſervice- 
That dle to you, in reducing to an eaſy Method what 
id to hu have read and heard in good Books and Ser-, 
1 he ons; and will be more eſpecially uſeful to them 
Jeſus cho have not Time or Money to read or buy large. 
the reatiſes on theſe Subjects. 

per- JJVVJV00TJVV0V aan 
the Srcosblx, Becauſe by having theſe Terms 
per- pf alvation ready in your Mind, you will not 
n to e lo eaſily ſubject to Deipondencies, or uncom- 
neſs, fortabie Reflections upon the Danger of your Miſ- 
this Farriage in a future State; for when you fully un- 


Perſtand upon what Conditions every Man may 
Fertainly be.ſaved; you need not trouble your» 
W-ivcs to wait for any particular Marks of Aſſur- 
uce, which, after all, a Man may, be deceived 
ee, Which, after as, a Man May UE.QECELVI 

A 3 IN. 
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iu. But no Man has Reaſon to diſtruſt, that God | | 
Almighty will not reward him with eternal Hap FR 
pineſs, when he is ſure he has diſcharged thoſe 
Conditions which God in his holy Word has pro- 
miſed eternal Happineſs to, : 


| Now thefe Conditions or Qualifications - Sat- 
vation, I ſhall reduce to as few Heads as conve- 
miently I can, and ſpeak to them in their Order. 


CONDITI ON L 
EE a believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian F aith, 


Fix sr, Yeu cannot be ſaved, unleſs you believes i 
the Gofpel of Jeſus C brijt „ and the main Articles 
ef Faith contained in it. For the Scripture ſays i 
expreſsly; He hat belieweth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned, 
Mark xvi. 16. Therefore you mult believe, that 
there is one only (a) Eternal, (6) Almighty, (c) 
All-wiſe, and (2) Merciful God, who created (e) 
all Things by his Almigbty Wiſdom and Power, 
and gore (f) them by his Providence; that he 
has fent his only Son Chrift Jeſus into the World, 
to Redeem, by his Blood, (g) the forfeited Souls 
of ſinful Mankind: and you muſt believe, that 
there 1 is the FRO Spirit (5) of God, the Comforter, # 
| Which 1 
— = 
Sa Deut. i iv. . 25. 1 Cor. viii. 4. "If: Av. 5 „John By 
xvii. 3. Ia. x!viii. 12. Gen. xxi. 33. 1 Ti im, 1. 1 
17. (5) Gen. xvii. 1. Matt. iii. 9. Eph. iii. 20. 
(e) Rom. xvi. 17. 1 Tim. i. 17. Job xi. 7. or 
Exod. xxxiv. 6. Luke i. 50. 2 Cor. i. 3. (e) Exod. | 
xxxi. 17. Adds xvii. 24. (f) For the e 4 
of God, ſee Pſalm xxxvii. Prov. xi. 31. [ob xxxvi. 
6. Matt. vi. 28. (g) John viii. 42. 1 Tim. i. 15. 


Eph. i. 7. (4) John xxiv. 16, Rom. viu. 14. 
1 John v. 14. | 


— 
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ZZ which our Saviour promiſed to ſend, which does 
2 continually put into our Mind good Deſires, does 
keep us from Temptations, (i) does ſanctify (&) 


all good Mens Hearts, and render them acceptable 


unto God. You muſt ſtedfaſtiy believe that the 


Holy Scriptures are the (/) inſpired Word of 
God; 'and particularly, that the Miracles and 
Doctrines of our bleſſed Saviour were really true, 


and ſuch as they are there recorded to be. Now 


unleſs you cordially believe theſe Things, you can 
have no Pretence to enter into Covenant with 


Gd in this Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and to be in- 


titled to the Salvation propoſed by Jeſus Chriſt : 
for otherwiſe you are Infidels; and though you 
ſhould outwardly join yourſelves in Communion 
with Chriſt's Flock, yet you will receive no more 
Benefit by that, than if you were Mahometans or 
Pagans, Therefore in the firſt Place, you muſt 
take Care to have a firm Belief of theſe 'Things, 
and to be always ready to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that. aſteth you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 


Jon; that is, to believe the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 


nity upon rational Grounds, nor to ftick to them 
only upon the Prejudice of your Education, but 
becauſe upon full Search and Inquiry, you find 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe them, 
Whenever you find any unbelieving Thought to 
riſe up your Minds, which the Devil will never 
be wanting, upon Occaſion, to ſuggelt, uſe your 
utmoſt Endeavour to ſhake off that ungodly Doubt, 
by confronting it with ſome indubitable Truth, 
or by getting further Information of abler Chriſ- 
tians. But above all, by conſtant Reading and 
| | A 4 dtudy- 

(7) 2 Pet. ii. 9. Rom. vii. 26. Rev. Xii. 10. 
(4) Tit. iii. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 11. (J) 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
2 Pet. ii. 21, | 


_ 


ea 


— 


falls to the Groand, and comes to nothing. 
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Studying God's Word (), and by fervent Prayer 
to him to help your Unbelief; for you may be aſ- 
ſured, that ten to one more J1zjizel; are made by 
a Neglect of Reading the Scriptures, and of daily 
Prayers to God, than by all the poiſoned Books 
and Diſcourſes which are levelled againſt gur Re- 
ligion. And I would have you obſerve farther, 
which is a great Argument for you to ſettle in your 
Hearts a firm Belief of all the Goſpel Truths, that 
there is hardly any Wickedneſs which Men com- 
mit, er any Sin they fall into, but it proceeds 
chiefly from ſome kind of Infidelity or other; be- 
cauſe they do not rightly believe the Providence 
of God, or his Juſtice, or Mercy, or Veracity; 
but have got into their Heads ſome fond Notion, 
of their own concerning theſe Attribates, which, 
may better agree with their vicious Lives, than 
that Ideg which God has given of himſelf in his 
Holy Word. Therefore be ſure to be well prin- 
cipled, and to have true Notions of theſe Matters; 
uſe your utmoſt Endeavours firmly to believe, and 
ſully to underſtand all that the Holy Scriptures ſay . 
concerning them; for this is the Foundation of all, 
true Religion ; and unleſs this be rightly laid, all 
the other Building, which may be raiſed afterwards, ' 


- CONDITIONAL. 4 tir 
74 Jo avid all groſs Sins, 5 


Sr conbly, AFTER the Believiug of the' 
Goſpel Truths; in the next Place, in order io your” 
Salvation, and as another Branch of your Covenant 

with Chriſt, you muſt leave off all groſs and appa- 
rent Sins, For a Man, whilſt he lives a 225 
ard Phot, * arid. 


1 — — 


— K — | 


(m) John v. 39. AQs xvii. 4. Rom: xv. 4. 


— 
Sf 
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W and vicious Life, can have no Hopes of Salvation: 
fach, by the whole Tenor of the Goſpel, being 


excluded from it. The Apoftle St. Paul gives you 


Ja long Catalogue of ſuch Sins as are inconſiſtent 
with Salvation. New the Works of the Fleſh are 


manifeſt, which are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, 


= Unchanmeſs, Lefervicuſneſs, Idolatry, Witcheraft , 
= aired, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Se- 
daitions, Herefies, Euvpings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Kedellings, and fuch likes of the which J tell you 


before, as I have alſo told you in Time paſt, that 
they which do ſuch Things ſball not inherit the 


1 Kingdom of God. Gal. v. 19. 20, 2k. Therefore 


if you would have any Hope of going to Heaven, 


f 1 you muſt leave off a wicked Courſe of Life; you 


muſt take Care to repent of, and to forſake ſuch 
Sins as will ſhut you out from thence. You 
cannot. expect to go thither, whilſt you*hve in 
a State of Adultery or Uncleannefs, if you are 
not juſt in your Dealings, and do not make Satis- 


WT faction and *Reparation for all the Wrongs and 


Injuries you have done; if you live in a Courſe 
ef Drunkenheſs; if yon are guilty of Profane 
Swearing and Curſing; if you live Quarrelſomely 
and Contentiouſſy with your Neighbours; if you 


9 be Proud and Haughty, Malicious and Revenge- 


ful. Therefore it behoves you, not only to be 


careful to avoid Drunkenneſs, Incontinency, and 


other flethly Sins, but to diveſt yourſelves of Pride 


and Malice, and other Sins of the Mind; for 


the ſpiritual Vices are as much inconſiſtent with 
a State of Chriſtianity as the fleſnly; they do as 
much Miſchief in this World, and make a Man 
as unqualited for the other; u peu may fur- 
ther take Notice, that the moſf wicked Beings of 
all God's Creation, I mean the Devils in Hell, 
have no Sins of the Fleſh to anſwer for, and yet 
e | A 5 they 


oo? 


—ͤ—ũ—ñö — * 


they ſha!l undergo the moſt terrible Damnation for 


take care not only to auoid a fettled Courſe of 


— — 


Sod Almighty does expect to be loved with all the 


TN ——— — — —.— 


% a. 
—_—_—_—_ —— 


— 


—— 
— * 
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their Pride and Malice, and other Sins of the 
Mind; which too many Men do look upon, in 
themſelves at leaſt, as hardly any Sins at all. 


CONDITION n.. 
Zo avoid every /ingle Sin ave know to be ſuch, 


THrHirRDLY, IN order to your Salvation you mu 
J * 


Micledneſi, or a Life of Viciouſneſs, but ta root out 
of your Hearts every fingle Sin you can find there. 
There is a great many Men, that for the gene- 
rality live good and virtuous Lives, but yet there 
is ſome boſom Sin they indulge themſelves in, 
and do, as it were, compound with God Al- 


ODEO OOO ee ae a ad. af 


mighty to part with all the reſt to retain that. 


Thus there are ſeveral who can without any great 


Difficulty refrain from Intemperance or Covetouſ- 


neſs, or Pride, or Contention, ſo they may but 
enjoy their Luſt, To another, Covetouſneſs is 
the only Darling, and he can be content to be 
Chaſte and Sober, in Hopes that God will excuſe | 
him for being Hard and Griping. Miſtake not; 


Mind, and a'l the Sonl, and all the Strength, 
Matt. xii. 30. We muſt perfect 1 in the 
Fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. vii. 1. And we are 
taught, that he who ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
offend in one Point, he is guilty of all, James 11. 10. 
That is, he ſhall as eecually be damned for that 
one Sin unrepented of, as if he had been guilty 
of many more Sins. Therefore do not cheat 
yourſelves, and fool yourſelves out of your pre- 
cious Souls, by thinking you ſhall ever go to 
Heaven by ſerving God by Halves. God Al- 
mighty will eicher have your whole Souls, or 

| 4 none; 


or 
he 
in 
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none; he will never ſuffer you to make him a 
Sharer with the Devil. Do not think it will avail 
you to ſay it is but one Sin, for that one is fatal. 
For Sin to the Soul, is like a ſtrong Poiſon to the 
Body, a Drop of it is as killing as if you drank 


a Gallen. So that upon ine whole, you have no 


2 Way to ſecure your Salvation, but by foriaking 


every known Sin, though never ſo ſmall in your- 
Opinion; if you know it to be a Sin, you muſt 
know it to be Damnable, and that there is no 
Salvation to be expected while you continue in it. 
There fore you muſt frequently examine your Con- 
ſciences, and ſtrictly ſurvey and look into every 
Corner of your Soul, and whatever Sin you find 


there, diſpatch it without any Quarter, and do 


not put it off from Time to Time, as being unwil- 
ling to part with it, but take the firſt Opportunity 
to repent of and amend it; beg God Almighty's. 
Pardon for the former Commiſſion of it, and his 
Grace for the future to avoid it. 


CONDITION IV. 

To practiſe all the Gofpel Virtues, 
FoukRTHLY, THE next Steþ you muſt take, in 
erder to be ſaved, is to pradtiſe the Gofpel Virtues ; 


Thich you find laid down in God's Word for your 
Chriſtian Performance. For Chriſtianity does not 


conſiſt only of a few negative Precepts; it does not 


oblige you juſt only to avoid Sin, but it engages. 
you to the Performance of ſeveral Virtues and 
Graces: which unleſs you can make yourſelves 


Maſters of, you cannot he qualified for Heaven. 


Do not be cheated. with that Notion, which ſome 
filly People have of a good Man, as when they 


ſay, Such an one is a good Man, becauſe he does. 
no Body any Harm; as if it was enough to be 
| 6. * Religious, 


i, 
| 
Do 
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Religious, not to be Miſchievous. For a Man 
may abſtain from this, upon Account of good 
Nature, and a gentieman-like Education: and be- 
fides, this fingly of itſelf is 20 great Matter of Vir- 
tue, and is no more than what Stocks and Stones, 
and tame Beaſts may pretend to; for they like- 
wiſe do nobody any Harm. But true Chriſtianity 
has in it more Spirit and Vigour; it is a Life of 


Action; and thoſe who pretend to it, muſt not only 


avoid all ill T hings, but INE muſt do a great many 
good ones. | et 


B 
HUMILI v. 
YOU muſt learn therefore to practiſe tke Chriſ- 


tian Grace of Humility (n); you muſt have as 


mean Thoughts as poſſibly you can of yourſelves, 
upon Conſideration that all you can hoaft of does 
proceed from the free Gift of God; you muſt 
not deſpiſe the meaneſt of your Fellow-Creatures; 
but rather glorify your gracious God, who has 


been pleaſed to beftow on you more liberal Ta- 


lents; and laſtly, you muſt ſhew to all a meek and 
courteous Behaviour, conſidering that they pro- 
ceed from the ſame comman Stock, and do par- 
take of the ſame common Nature with you, and 


that Chriſt condeſcended to die for the Pooreſt as 
well as the Greateſt, | 


PATIENCE. 
YOU muft likewiſe adorn your Souls with 
Patience (o), and bear yonr Afflictions with a 
true Chriſtian Magnanimity and Fortitude, and 
with a perfect Reſignation to the good Will of 
God, conſidering that he lends thoſe Sufferings 


out 


"a Matt. xx. 26. hoy! Luke xxi. 19. . 
V. 8. 1 Pet. 11. 20. THY 
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an cut of a pure father! Kindneſs and Correction, to 
od wean us from the World, and to bring us nigher 
e- unto hin: roive vs Demonſtration of our- Le- 
ir⸗gitimacy ir, Grice, and that we are not Baſtards, 

'S, bur Sons. 


FORGIVENESS and LOVE of our Enemies. 


of Wk moſt learn likewiſe to forgive our Enemies, 
do good to them that hate us; aud pray for them 


FFT, «/pitefully uſe us, and perſecute us (p); con- 
IJ ders that we have for this the expreſs Com- 
mand and Example of cur blefied Lord, and that 
Ja meek and peaceable Diſpoſition is the greateſt 
Ornament of a Chriſtian ; and does not only cen- 
duce to the Peace and Quiet of the World, but 


5 to a Man's ow n Satisfactien; whilſt Malice and 
es Revenge do rack the Soul with continual Tor- 
| ment, and turn Society and Neben inte 
; Tumults and Flames, ö 
10 C HARITY of Opinion, | 
1 YOU muſt likewiſe endeavour to make your- 
— ſelves eminent in other Acts of Charity (g). You 
— muſt be charitable in your Opinions and Cenſures 
q of other Men; you muſt not be too forward in 
3 e ſlanderous Reports, nor too buſy in re- 
latipg other Men's Failures; you muſt have a Care 
of denouncing Damnation upon all who differ 
4 in Religious Matt ers from you; but let your 
h Love go with them with whom your Opinions 
a Aannot. f | 
d CHARITVYV of Relief. 
f YOU muſt, according to your Abilities, be 
rS Rane unto the Poor 005 conſidering that God 
It 0 has 
28 ww Matt. v. 44. (7) 1 Cor. xiii. 4. (r) Deut. 
XV, 7. Pl, X11, 1. Luke XIV. 13. Prov. XXviii. 27. 
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has made us, who are in a better Capacity, 
Stewards for them; and the Scriptures Hure us, 
that de w/o 15 mercif! ul to the Poor, *[enclits it the 4 b 


112 "29 


Lord and thereiore we may be ſure, when God 3 


he will repay us with the greateſt Intereſt. 


MORTIFICATION ard SELF-DENIAL. 
© OUR Religion obliges us yet farther to a 


higher Duty, and which does run a little more 


contrary to the Stream of our natural Inclinations, 


and that is, to Morizfication and Self Denial (s). 


And zo mortify our Members, and to deny all Un- 
godlineſs and wworlitly Luſts, Tit. ii. 12. is not with: 


out Keafon enjoined us. For though we may live 
an ordinary Life of Virtue, without undergoing 8 
theſe ſeverer Duties, yet it is very difficult to do 
it; and if we do not reſtrain and abridge our 
Appetites often:imes in lawful Things, they will 
be apt to grow ſo headftrong, that we ſhall be 


Almighty has engage d himſelf to be is Debtor, "" 


0 
+ DER 
> 


hardſy able to keep them from unlawful ones. Be- 


fides, fince God Almighty has deſigned this 
World only as a State of 2robation for the other, 


where there are none of theſe ſenſual Enjoyments 


to be found, it is but reaſonable we ſhould be 
ſomething weaned from thefe lower Pleaſures, ' 
that we may be able to reliſh thoſe high and ex- | 
alted ones which are deſigned for us hereafter. 18 
Theſe, and all ether Virtues which are preſcribed 
to you by God's Word, you muſt exerciſe your- 
felves in, in this your Chriſtian Warfare; you 


muſt run this Race which God has ſet before 


ou, if yon would. obtain the Crown which is 


——ʃ 


(5) Matt. v. 29. Rom. vi. 13. Col. ili. 5. 
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laid up for you. And to do this the better, let 2) 
this be your conſtant Rule; to do every Thing 
5 With 


A wh at be mit 40 to be be Saved. 15 


„ 4 with Readineſs, which you are perſuaded will be 
1 to God, and to let your Light ſhine be- 


My fore Men, that is, to endes your to ſhew the beſt 
d 4 xample in Religion, which, without Oftentation 
= 1 Fd Vanity, you poſſibly can; and laſtly, to do 
Fall the Good you can in your Generation; if 
you do this fincerely, though it may be with a 
great deal of ImperfeCtion, God Almighty in his 
5 3 {Goodneſs will accept this umperfect, for a com- 
» pleat Obedience. 
1 9 3 CONDITION v. 
2— 170 obſerve the Ordinances of Chriſt, and his Holy 
h- SS Church, Public Prayer, as Well as pr vate, 
ve Morning and Evening. 
10 8 2 FirrhLY, NEXT, in Py V3 to your 3 yore 
Wa 3 1 4 be diligent in obſerving the Ordinances avhich 
in either Chriſt himfelf or his Holy Church hath in- 
* 3 tuted for the Furtherance of Gollineſs and true 
. Religion. Therefore you mult be conſtant in the 
- Duty of Prayer, as well Public as Private (2). 
r. ou muſt at leaſt twice every Day, Morning and 
1 Y Evening, betake yourſelves to your Cloſets, or 
be ſome private Place of your Iouſes, and there pray 
5 God to for pee you whatever Offences you 
co have committed, and to beg his Grace and Pro- 
72 JF tection for the Time to come. If you negleQ 
ed f 3 this Duty, you live the very Lives of Heathens, 
ar | you quite put yourſelves out of God's Favour and 
ou . which good Chriftians lay claim to, and 
pO 3 have nothing but your bare Baptiſm to diſtinguiſh 
j 3 © you from the profane Pagans. 
let Benefit 
_—— wr Ty * 7. Luke XVIIi. 3. Acts i 111. 1. Matt. 
— . 13. Matt. vii. 7. Luke viii. 1. Rom. Xii. 12. 


hel. vi. 18, Pſal, cxax. 164. 
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And therefore you ought not to flight this great * 
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Benefit of publis PRAYER 


YOU muſt likewiſe, at leaſt upon Sundays Þ | 
and Holidays, attend the public Service of the 
Church (2); for the Apoſtle taxes the for king 
the Aſſemblies as a great Fault, Heb. x. 25. And _ 
in the Public Congregation we may expect our 
Trayer to be ſooner heard, when they are joined 
with the united Prayers of ſo many good People. 


a the W. ORD, and that from our baun 1 
Miniſter. | +4 


you muft hkewiſe he very diligent and at V8 
tentive in Hearing the Werd of God, as it is (ac 
Preached by his Minifters ; for the Scripture tell 1 
us, that Faith comes by Hearing, Rom. x. 17. 


Means of your Salvation. Neither muſt you in- 
dulge yourſelves in bly Fancies, in liking or not 
liking your Minifter's Phraſe or Action, but you Wl 
ought chiefly to mind the Subſtance of what he 
ſays; for you may benefit enough, if you pleaſe, 
by the meaneſt Miniſter of the Goſpel, if you 
hear him with that Soberneſs you ought; for 
let me tell you, the Fault of your not profiting 
does not ſo much lie in unedifying Miniſters, as 
in unpractiſing Congregations, Nor muſt you 
run about, gadding to other Churches, to hear 
others you are better pleaſed with; for beſides 
the great Fault you commit 1n diſcouraging your 
own Miniſter's Endeavours, you cannot expect 
that God ſhould afford the ſame Blefiing to the 
5 25 of the Word out of the Method he has 

pretcrived, 


— I - John 1 2. hren. XX, = Rom, x. 37. 
Lake Vili. 18. 


what he muft do to be Saved. 17 


Preſcribed, and from thoſe to whom he has not 
iven the Charge of your Souls. 


N 
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Reading the HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


= YOU mutt likewiſe be conſtant in Reading 
BS od's Word (x), or getting it read to you; for 
is 5 the moſt conſiderable Motive you can make 
e of to a good Life; becauſe then you hear God 
= mighty himſelf ſpeaking to your Conſciences, 
hoſe. Authority wil prevail much more with you 
ban dar Preaching ; and befides, by this you may 
amine the Doctrine which we teach, and fee 
at we do not impoſe upon you, but preach te 
u whatis agreeable te that excellent Rule. | 
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. BY Frequent Receiving the LORD 's SUP PER. 
oo muſt furthermore, as frequently as con- 
niently you may, receive the Holy Sacrament of 
= Lord's Body aud Blood: for whilft you live in 


AL onſtant Neglect of this, you have little Pretence 
be Chriſtians, becauſe our bleſſed Lord has 


1 mbrance F him; and if you will not thus re- 
Ember him, and ſhew this Token by your Com- 


ms nion with him and his Church, you do in ef- 
= deny your Baptiſmal Vow, and turn Rege- 
5 dos to the Religion of Chritt. This is ihe 
"IR ith of F idelity ta our Heavenly Prince, which 
ST has required of you frequently to renew; 
a ech, if Jou refuſe, you caſt off all Allegiance. 
che . Sobſection to him, and turn Rebels to his 
. miniſtration. Whilſt you neglect chis, you 
ed ve yourſelves of the Grace of God's Holy 


Spirit, 


= # 


0% Matt. xxii, 29. John v. 39. Acts xvii. 11. 


Imwanded all his followers to d this in Re- 


by dedicating beſides ſome conſiderable Part of 
the 


Bringing Children to public BAPTISM, CATE 
where this Sacrament may be more ſelemnly ad. 


their Religion upon themſelves, which their Sure. 


1 The Chriſtian's May to Heaven, or 


Spirit, which is plentifully conveyed by a due #- 
Receiving this Holy Sacrament; you leave your? 


Souls defenceleſs againſt all the Aſſaults of the 1 


World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, which may at- 43 


tack them; and defraud yourſelves of the Seal of IT | 
God's Pardon for Sin, which is fully given to all 


worthy Receivers, I 


Religious obſerving SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYs. | 


YOU muſt alſo Religiouſly obſerve all the 2 
Feaf}ts and Fafts of the Church, not only by coming 


to Church on Sundays, Faſt-Days, and Holidays, but 


10 


2 
1 
3 


m to your Religious Exerciſe in private. 


CISM ad CONFIRMATION, | 


YOU muſt, laſtly, take Care to bring your Chil- 
dren, as ſoon as may be, to partake of the Ho. 
ly Sacrament of Baptiſm ; not at Home, as is the van 
and irreligious Faſhion of ſome, but to Church, 


miniſtred, and where your Children may partake 
of the joint Prayers of the Congregation of God 
People: And when you have done fo, you mui 
ſeg them well inſtructed in the Principles of thi 
Chriſtian Religion; and that they come to tak 


ties in Baptiſm promiſed they ſhould, when tief 
Bithop does adminiſter the ſacred Ordinance of 
Confirmation, — | | 
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CONDITION VI. 
To watch againſt all Temptations and Failures. 


3 S1ixTHLY, and LASTLY, IN order to Salvation, 
pon muft take Care to exerciſe anther Duty, which 
s particularly recommended by our Saviour, as a 
EGuara to all the reft; and that is Watchfulnefs, 
I att. xxiv. 42. and xxv. 14. Acts xx. 31. 


Z=x THOUGH you have truly repented of your 
ins, and got into a Habit of Virtue, and a Re- 
#3 1ig10us Courſe of Life; yet if you have not a 
great Guard upon yourſelves, you will inſenfi- 
*X bly relapſe again into your former Condition: 
For you muſt needs think that the Devil will 
g uſe the utmoſt of his Spite and Cunning, and 
will play his main Batteries upon thoſe who 
have forſaken his Cauſe, and are obedient to 
in the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. The Holy Scrip- 
ture informs you, that he goes about 4% @ 
== roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. And you may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
he will devour none ſo eaſily as thoſe Chriſtians 
who live off their Guard; therefore when you 
have forſaken a Courſe of Sin, and are arrived 
at a tolerable Perfection of Virtue and Godli- 
neſs, do not fit down ſecure, as if there was 
nothing more to be done: for in your Chrit- 
tian Warfare there is Work enough to .go for- 
wards in, as long as you live. It requires a 
great deal of Diligence and Circumſpection to 
keep the Ground you have already gotten, to 
ſtand firm againſt all Temptations, and to main- 
tain your Integrity in a vicious Age, when 
Wickedneſs is oft-times applauded, and Virtue 
| meets 
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improving in Virtue, I dd not. doubt, bat mann 12 


they live on, they muſt full go forwards in the 
| juſt come but of a flugitious Courſe of Liſe, his 


has ſo much been accuomed to: but God ex- 
pects from one who has been long habituated to 


Word, he might have better informed himſelf 


Virtue. Therefore good Chriſtians muſt be 
going forwards in a State of Virtue as long as 
they live; they muſt ſtil! be bettering and im- 


ing their Underſtandings in Religious Truths, 


——— — — — pps 
— 


meet with ſo great Diſcouragement. But there + 
is hardly any ſtanding at a Stay in a Reliow.:. WW 
Courſe : you will either go Forwards or Bach 
wards, and therefore be watebfut, that you do 
not move the wrong Way; and this you cannot 
be ſure of, unleſs, as long as vou live, you b. 


Chriſtians are in a ſalvable State, that are ſih- 
jett to many Imperfections and Failures ; bat 1; 


Conqueſt of theſe, A fincere Penitent, who is 


enough to do to fence againſt the groſs. Sins he 


a Courſe of Godlineſs, that he ſhould be very 
watchful againſt all human Imperfections what- 
ſoever. Such an one muſt not think fo eafily to 
be excuſed from Sins of Ignorance, when after 
a, long Exerciſe in hearing and reading. God's 


of his. Duty; he cannot ſo well plead Sins of 


Infirmity, when his Nature has very conſider- 
ably loſt its Bias to Sin by a long Courſe of 


proving their Natures, more and more inform- 
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and rectifying their. Wills; they will find Work 
enough to watch againſt all imprudent and of- 
fenſive Actions, againſt idle Words, againſt ſud- 
den Anger, againft Coldnefs, and ſome involun- 
tary Excurſions in Devotion. And for an En- 
couragement to this Progreſs, God Almighty will 
not only reward them with a bare /aving _ 
9 1 15 | | 7 Souls, 


— 
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. Fa. but will liberally beſtow on ſuch the Ten 
Flalents, Luke xix. 24. He will advance them, 
l to their Improvement in Piety, to one 


r . VVV 
A 3 3 3 
7 * Ty Vas, A d. 
* C L. 


> Wd the higheſt Thrones in the heavenly Kingdom; s 

18 on one Star differeth from another 9/ar in Glory, 

* 1 Cor. XV. 41. 

y TY AND now let me ſpeak a Word or two, by 

ay of Exhortation and Inference from what has 

1 1 Nen id. 

Fir, Ler me apply myſelf to the more ma- 

4s 5 ure and elderly Sort among you. 

von have been long fince inſtructed in the 

* Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; you have 

oO had the Catechetical Inſtruction of the Church 
_— In your younger Days, and have heard the Word 

= pf God conſtantly preached unto you in your 

* Fiper Years; and therefore you ought not only 

Ie o know your Duty, but to be conſiderable Pro- 

of oients in it. It is a Shame for you to be ig- 

J orant of thoſe Chriſtian Doctrines, which the 

02 Children are taught to underſtand; and to be then 

be e learn the Way to Heaven, when you have 

= hardly Time perhaps before Death to do it in. 

n. Oh! what a killing Speech is it to hear a Man 
n. 5X he did underſtand Religion when he was 
ig, oung! Wretched Sinner! What haſt thou 
„ een doing of all this Time? Yon that ought. 
co % have heen the Teacher of Religion 'to 
d. Pethers, Doſt thou want the very Inftructions of 
n. his Duty thyſelf? How canft thou anſwer it to 
n. Cod, to retain thy Trade, thy Debts, and every 
11 | Thing elſe in' Mind, and only to have forgot thy 
„„ Religion? If there be any ſuch among you, 
is, get 


—— — 


longer. 


in defpite of your Knowledge, and under Con- 


conſtant Breach of it ; free yourſelves with all 


he has given you ſo much Time to repent in 3 


to your Children and Families, to whom you 5 


Wickedneſs. 


able to their Knowledge; let me beſeech you, 
my dear Brethren, to pay God your continualf 1 


22 The Chriſtian's Ini to Heaven, or 


get out of this wicked Careleſſneſs as ſoon a 
you can; apply yourſelves to the Reading tel 
Holy Scriptures and other good Books; come con- 

ſtantly to Church, and mind what is there ſaid, 8MW« 
and be aſhamed to continue in ſuch Ignorance any 8 


As for you who have not been fo very negli 1 


Et 


gent as to forget your Duty, but yet nevertheleß 4 
viction of your own Conſciences, do live in 


Speed from this hazardous State; and venturi 
not your Souls in a State of Sin, which yo! 
know to be damnable, one Moment longer 
Hew can you anſwer it to the Mercy of God 
to continue in a Courſe of Wickedneſs, vill 


How can you anſwer it to your own Conſci- 
ences, which are continually upbraiding you wii 
neglect of your Duty? How can you anſwer i 
ſhould give an Example of Piety and Religion 1 
But you ſet them a Copy only of Frofaneneſs and, 


As for thoſe good Perſons among you, who 
have been mindful of the One Thing ard 
and taken Care for their Souls; who have ac 
quainted themſelves what they are to do to le 
SAVED, and have made their Practice conforn- 5 . 


Thanks for this great Meaſure of Grace beſtowed Bi 
upon you; to be modeſt and humble in your 1 
Virtuous Accompliſhments ; and to aſcribe all 4 4 


dy 
_ 


at he nuft do to be Saved. 23 
wel our ſpiritual Strength to the Goodnels of God; 


4 to endeavour more and more to improve in 
race; and like St. Paul, to forget thoſe Things 
3 avhich are behind, reaching forth unto thoje 1 hings 
<u hich are before, an“ precing towards the Mark, 
r the Prize of the High Calis cf God in Chrift 
"2 Jeſus, Phil. iii. 13, 14. 


Ph 5 


e Second, Ax p for the Cloſe of all, et me apply 
Jo myſelf to the younger Sort among you. 

in 

| ai 


Ler me beſeech you to bear in Mind the 


ture good Inſtruction and Cariſtian information, WS. 


youll .»& receive from your i'ators and Friends 

ger your Youth; and let what you learn in tete So 
500% der Years remain freſh in your Memories under 
ou 3 the Hoary Head; let me be you to enter 


in!“ I yon a Religious Courſe of Life be 5, becauſe 
aſci. now you have all the Advantages i in the World to 
with © go forward in it. You have no i veterate Habits 
er i Wand old Cuſtoms of Sinning to conflict with, 
you : which oftentimes renders «il the Endeavours of a 
ion! 4 r1per Age ineffectual. Your Nature now is tens er 
an and pliable, and as it takes its bent in this Age, 
it does for the moſt Part ſtand for ever. 'I here- 
fore this is the lime to give it a virtuous Im- 
Berit and a true Bias to Holineſs, before the 
Devil takes Poſſeſſion of it, and warps it the 
contrary Way, Think how pleaſing and ac- 
eeptable to God an early Piety is, and what an 
2rm-| ; _ Atfront | it is to dedicate only the Dregs of your 
you, Life to his Service, and the-Flow er of f it to the 
nual Devil. 
wed 
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Ex DEA vou to ſettle in your Minds, now you 
are Young, a true Taſte of Godlineſs, and 8 
the 
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24 The Chriflian's M ay ts Heaven, Sc. 

the Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion; ; which, 
above all other Religions that ever were in the 
World, does more eſpecially recommend it. 
Weigh in your Hearts ſeriouſly the admirable 
Rewards which it promiſes to theſe who perform 
the Conditions of the Goſpel, and be not led 
aſide by the Vanities of this World, to for. 
feit thoſe exceeding Glories of the other. Ane 
when you are fully informed, Mhat you mu oft «; 
to be Saved, take Care that you do not mils of 


that Salvation, whereof you Know the Method! 
of e 
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